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Dr. Wm. M. Mann, 05 

Prominent Zoologist 
Returns From Africa 


Dr. William M. Mann, ’05, Director of 
the National Zoological Park in Wash¬ 
ington, D. C, made an interesting trip 
during the past year to collect live ani¬ 
mals for the Park. The trip was financed 
by the Firestone Tire and Rubber C om- 
pany. 

In the November number of “Scientific 
Monthly/’ Dr. Mann and his wife write 
most interestingly of their trip and, be¬ 
cause what they say is more interesting 
than anything we could write, excerpts 

are printed verbatim. 

“We sailed in February for Monro¬ 
via, via Dakar, Conakry and Freetown. 
George Seybold’s plantation 4 remained 
our headquarters during our stay of tour, 
and a half months in the country. j 
“We spent a large portion of our time on 
five different trips into the interior, liv¬ 
ing in native villages and getting the 
bush natives to collect live animals. 

“Because of food requirements for our 
caravan boys, it wa* necessary always to 


camp in native villages, where comfort-; 
able mud huts were furnished us. All 
our bush trips were similar. On one we 
camped for a week at the base ot the 
sacred mountain in the Gibi count r\ but 
were unable to secure permission to col¬ 
lect at any altitude there, as the natives 
consider the forest holy and have never 
allowed any outsiders, white or black, to 
enter. We did collect some specimens on 
a similar mountain eight miles to tne 
north from our camp. 

“A side trip was made to the Ameri¬ 
can Episcopal Mission at Bromley on 
the St. Paul River, where an cmpknee 
of the Mission who was also a member 
of the secret Snake Society secured some 
specimens for us, and we fished a near¬ 
by stream. 

“From Cape Mount near the Sierra 
Leone frontier we went into the Gola 
country at Bendaja. a two-days’ journey, 
traveling by launch, dug-out canoe, on 
foot, and when the path permitted, in 
rickshas devised by the missionaries there, 
and made of cane chairs mounted on 
bicycle tires. Our camera boy, Pepe, 
would run alongside the ricksha and now 
and then stoop and grab a beetle, the 
forty-pound load on his head being of no 

inconvenience at all. 

“One lot of animals was sent home in 
May in charge of Mr. Jennier, and spent 
the summer at the Firestone exposition 
at the World’s Fair in New York, 
j “The collection which we brought home 
in August on the S. S. West Irmo oi 
the Barber Steamship Line, after a 21- 
days’ run from Monrovia to Norfolk, 
included six duiker antelope of three 
species, four water chevrotains, a rat el 
and a water civet, crested eagles and 
other species new to the national collec¬ 
tion. In addition some thousands of al¬ 
coholic and dried specimens were collect¬ 
ed for the National Museum, where they 
are being assorted for study.” 
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Negro Boys, Suffering from the Stings 
Army, Had to Run for Their Lives. Tfc 
ments Killed Everything in Their 

■ ' — ' : ..v\. 






M place in the world," Dr. L. O. Howard, former 

chief of the United States Bureau of Ento- 

* 

mology, stated recently. "And man's enemy is not invading* 
hordes of human armies; his opponents will be of the 
insect world. Maybe the next age will determine the 




prowess of man against these devouring regiments.” - 
^ In a radiogram from the blackest jungles of Liberia, 
Dr. William M. Mann, director of the National Zoological 
Park of the Smithsonian Institution, tells of a fierce, biting 
and stinging onslaught by legionary or driver ants on his 
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black creatures crawled up their trouper's legs, under their 
shirts and streamed over their faces. Many of the boys 
were severely bitten and stung. 

Dr. Mann, leading the Smithsonian-Firestone Expedition 
into the Liberian back country, searching for rare animals, 
birds and reptiles for the National collection said, “The 
battle in the forest depths might have been preliminary to 
the eventual life-and-oeath struggle between men and in- 
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man included, is safe against its insatiable appetite for 
raw flesh, living or dead. The only defense in most cases 
]S to abandon camp, house or other quarters and leave 
everything to these myriads of relentless soldiers. They 
also drive out all mice, rats, lizards and other pests. They 
have been known to devour alive the largest and most 
venomous snakes, especially if the snake is sluggish after 
a heavy meal. 

• ...... 

They have perfect regimentation, as they march toward, 
a certain spot like a never-ending stream. Column^ after 
column they surge onward, destroying every' living thing » 
in their path. They are like black-uniformed, cruel troops, § 
bent on destruction. Their alignment and discipline is 
more perfect than that of an army of men. 

Most vicious of insects, the legionary' ant is absolutely 
blind, but whole armies move forward as a single organism, 
every movement systematically regulated. They obey the 
mysterious order of mass instinct. They never retreat, but 
p- ; flow always forward, dying as they march and fight. 

They have no fixed habitation, but establish temporary 
camps wherever they can find shelter. Constantly on the 
march at night, they cannot endure the sun’s ray's. In 
the gloom of hack night or on very cloudy’ day’s they’ keep 
going steadily’. When the sun is high they rest in the 
CitViccs of rocks, holes in the ground or * under roots. 

An army consists of hundreds of thousands of individual, 
ants. The fighters are the workers, ranging from the dan¬ 
gerous, flesh-tearing soldiers almost an inch long to the 
milder and less harmful forms with an astonishing aptitude 
for strenuous camp duties. Migrating columns carry their • 
queen, immature young and camp followers. The queen is 
harmless. The males grow’ to approximately two inches. The 
soldier ants have tearing jaw’s that inflict painful wounds. 

The sturdy, fierce, antagonistic soldiers often intertwine 
their bodies into the shape of an arch under w’hieh the more 
delicate workers perambulate and are able to carry out 
their bit of destruction, being fully’ protected. The ants 
bridge rivers and streams by forming links to one an- 

other. They make themselves into a ball which rolls as it 
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floats in the w’ater and keeps them from drowning. 

The driver ants are amor\g: the most conspicious crea- 
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lures in the tropics, but little is known about them. With- 

^ - w - , ‘ * 

out a directing* brain and totally blind they are the most 
perfectly coordinated soldiers of nature and move on 
relentlessly, obliterating all obstruction. 

Since hordes of legionary ants can cause so much de¬ 
struction, Dr. Howard believes that man should be on the 
alert a gainst tile insect world in general. 

“If inanity has created conditions peculiarly’ favorable 
o ce:' rin kinds of insects,” he says,, “and they are multi¬ 
plying in a jvay that w’ould never have happened had not 
man not only’ giveh them a chance, but provided them with 
enormous quantities of food. In feeding his own rapidly 
increasing millions man at the same time has fed rapidly 
increasing billions of insects. In the United States alone 
the labor of a million men annually goes for naught, since 
the results are consumed by insects.” 

Pr. Howard does not believe that insects will ever gain 
-ijpj -macy, but it w ill be a fight to the fin.sh. 

Insects are more hardy. Their muscles are protected'by 
a shell-like skeleton, while human muscles are exposed to 
the slightest injury. Starches and other substances re¬ 
quired by these skeletons abound in nature w’hile man’s diet 
must include proteins and inorganic materials like lime and 
phosphates for bone growth. The insect has great advan¬ 
tage over humans, particularly in rapid multiplication, in 
size, in amazing productiveness, powers of concealment and 
rapidity’ of flight. 

“Intelligence will win out.” Dr. Howard adds as a more 
cheerful note, “but the human species must concentrate 
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the slightest injury. Starches and other substances re¬ 
quired by these skeletons abound in nature while man’s diet 
must include proteins and inorganic materials like lime and 
phosphates for bone growth. The insect hats great advan¬ 
tage over humans, particularly in rapid multiplication, in 
size, in amazing productiveness, powers of concealment and 
rapidity of flight. 

"Intelligence will win out,” Dr. Howard adds as a more 
'cheerful note, “but the human species'must concentrate 
much of its God-given intelligence on its strongest rival.” 
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* HI. NATIVES DIDN’T ?. AT— r l I »Is baby hippo was one of the animals brought back from 
Aiiica by Or. Mann today for the local Zoo. The collection was obtained Sn an area infre- 
■ ‘ly vhited by animal dealers. According to members of the expedition, many of their col- 
tun were sacrificed to appease the appetites of hungry Liberian bush natives. 

—Star Staff Photos. 
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Mrs. Malcolm Davis, wife of the keeper of the birdhouse, 
shown waving to her husband—who is quarantined for 15 days 
on the second floor of the reptile house, where he will care 
for the creatures newly come to live at the Zoo. Keeper Davis 
missed out on the excitement of the African journey—so health 
authorities are giving him this little adventure, and he can’t 
get out of it. 
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Morsels to African Natives 

Expedition Docks Here on Norfolk Boat 
With Rare Specimens for Zoo 


r»r. Mann, recovering from an attack of malaria aggravated by his African expedition, is 
>v.ii at, left shaking hands with Dr. Alexander Wetmore, assistant director of the Smithsonian 
dilution, who met him at thq Norfolk & Washington Steamboat Wharf here this morning. 
Mann, sun-tanned and in excellent health after the trip, looks on. 
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By W. H. SIIIPPEN, Jr. 

The voracious appetites of Liberian 
bush natives considerably reduced 
the size of the animal collection 
being placed on display at the Zoo 
today from the Smithsonian Insti¬ 
tution-Firestone expedition to West 
Africft 

Whiie Zoo Director William M. 
Maori and his party arrived with 
several hundred rare birds, beasts 
and reptiles, scores of valuable speci¬ 
mens were sacrificed to the con¬ 
suming hunger for meat of the 
natives who inhabit the wild back 
country of Liberia. 

None of the creatures of the forest 
seemed too unappetizing for their 
taste—lizards, frogs, snakes, porcu¬ 
pines, rates as well as valuable 
antelope, etc. All were seized with 
enthusiasm and eaten with great 
relish, whenever the natives could 
escape detection by members of the 
expedition. 

, ' . .• W ’ -• ■v • •; i?..■•.•» •• •* , •{. t* '■ ' . a v \ * j 

Mann in Need of Eesi. 

Dr. Mann, greatly weakened by a 
severe attack of tropical malaria, 
arrived here this morning with Mrs. 
Mann on the boat from Norfolk, 
where the expedition landed yes¬ 
terday from the freighter West 


leave the Reptile House during the 
quarantine period. 

The collection was obtained from 
an area in West Africa infrequently 
visited by anirqal dealers. Many 
small mammals, monkeys and birds 
obtained in Liberia are rare in 
zoos and a few are unknown in the 
United States. 

Part of the collection wa$ re¬ 
turned a few months ago by Roy 
Zennier, one of two Zoo keepers who 
accompanied Dr. and Mrs. Mann 
to Liberia. The other keeper, 
Ralph Norris, returned with the 
party which arrived in Norfolk 
yesterday. 
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None of the creatures of the foresti 

seemed-too unappetizing for thelrfcil' 
taste—lizards, frogs, snakes, porcu- 
pines, rates, at well as valuable 
antelope, etc. All were seized with 
enthusiasm and eaten with great 
relish, whenever the natives could 
escape detection by members of the 
expedition. 

*■ « • .*■• .**’*’ . i * jf - . * : «*>*JK • <. / • s' - 

Mann in Need of Rest 
Dr/Mann, greatly weakened by a 
severe attack of tropical malaria, 
arrived here this morning with Mrs! 

5 1 ^5 nn . P/ 1 ^ r °ua Norfolk, 

/&J where the expedition landed yes- 

« terday from . the • freighter West 
Xrmo. The expedition leader was 
taken ashore from the ocean 
freighter when it arrived at quaran¬ 
tine off Norfolk Monday night. 

He remained overnight in Marine 
Hovspital and yesterday left the hos¬ 
pital, against the advice of physi¬ 
cians, to help supervise the clear¬ 
ing of his anirrial cargo through the 
port authorities. /.r/ 

Dr. Mann accompanied part of the 
animal shipment on the boat from 
Norfolk last night. The remainder 
of the animals came by express. 

Physicians were in consultatiesTat 
Dr, Manr/s home today to determine 
If he will be hospitalized. Doctors 
at Marine Hospital in Norfolk said 
he was in nmd of a long rest, prob¬ 
ably best enforced in. a hospital. . 

The expedition left Washington 
m February under direction ot'the 
SmiUisontBn Institution -and the 
F:tenmm Tire M Hubber Co., which 
hM a .large rubber plantation in, 
.Liberia, - The. Washingtonians made 

mtm S - r trip into tor 

t ; ■ )tl i 

■ ’ R it 6at«a by JJAlive* f 
‘ The collectors fotmd that the bush 
could fee hired rowdily ■ to. 
join ta * fte»t hunt. few st€m^ 
to ttnfhowever. th#t such 

fly *f fall into their .hands 
aowM not be eaten at. once. ..... 

■. One member of the expedition 
imli he saw three' natives center a 
huge raj. They threw it into a fire 
and let it remain “just abut tong 
enough to singe ; Uie hair." Then 
they pulled the rat from the fire, 
chopped it into three pieces without 
cleaning the carcass and devoured it 
on the spot. 

On another occasion a drive by 
beaters had netted a beautiful ante¬ 
lope. After the valuable, creature 
was captured a native, whether by 
design or by accident, struck it 
across the shoulders with a knife. 

The antelope died the next day, and 
the natives ate it. • ; 

; Some of the prizes of the col¬ 
lection, the miniature antelope and 
a number at West Africal parrots, 
will not be placed on display for 
jtwo weeks. During this time they 
‘will be under a rigid quarantine on 
;the second floor :of the Reptile 
House. Malcolm Davis, keeper of the 
Bird House and veteran of many 
previous expeditions, will be placed 
in quarantine to care for the birds 
and animals. , . v 

Health Precautions Taken. 

The precautions were ordered by 
| United States health authorities to 
| guard against the importation of 
| hoof and mouthdis ease by the ani- 
1 mals or parrot fever by the birds. 

Mr. Davis will not be allowed to 


Fne other keeper, 
Harris, remmed with the 
which 


•d in Norfolk 



. »■/. v. - ' • '..-.T^wna a,-- -• y V-...-7 „ k .. • 

< - 0 :. I'.--L'Ai T":; - 



























I 


fern’s 


0 


n ffrii'.irnwiii' iincrwii sanmi ■ 


• *~~ji r 'S ? 1 




14 




Debtors Pay 


\ ■ 




or 


Oil? 


■>v?v 


Let creditors of Dr. William M l . , extreme 




Mann, director of 

be forewarned that when lie re i 

from Africa next month heTi have 

the magical power to make them 
vanish into thin air if they refuse to 
pay up. 

And ladies, don’t be getting into 
an argument with Mrs. Mann be¬ 
cause she now can win any battle 
of words, simply by mumbling a 
few mystic phrases, 

Smithsonian Institution 


vows never to reveal the" 

ygjljgi a* 


^he 


The tribe s-'medicine' men at first 
-received- the visitors in eloquent 
silence—an ominous sign—but the , 
hosts warmed up after the Manns’1 
animal-hunting mission was ex- : 
plained to them by an interpreter. 

W r hat really broke the ice. though, 
were the brightly colored Sags of 
the Explorers’ Club and the Associa¬ 
tion of Women Geographers which 
Dr. and Mrs. Mann,, respectively, 

front of the medicine 

were 


which, in collaboration with the ! l^ an ; cc \ ]n 
Firestone company, sent the Manns ; ni€n s cormitory. ^ The hosts 

i into the Liberian", jungles last Feb- -j v/*’ e " se iv mS2St l n £ -hP°. n tAie 

rruaxy to collect new specimens .for j ^uests^ teeing them wnat tne ban- 

I Washington’s Zdo ? iv ferbke .^the-/newsj£|p^ O0<i * or * 

' yesterday how the good doctor and 
’ his better half were recently initi¬ 
ated into one of West Africa’s most 
mysterious societies and emerged 
fairly dripping with black magic. 

‘"The ceremony took place in the 
dense forests of the hinterland dur¬ 
ing the blackness of a jungle night.” 
said the Smithsonian, dropping its 
traditionally austere rhetoric for the 
i creepy language of a pulp thriller, 
i As neophytes in the Snake So¬ 
ciety of the Maho tribe. Dr. and 


■Mrs. Mann “were bound by the most i in July. 


Besides, the deep secret of a po¬ 
tent magic which will cause a thief 
or a repudiating debtor to curl up 
and die was imparted to the director 
of Washington’s Zoo, His wife alone, 
however, was told w r hat to do to 
win any sort of argument She re¬ 
ceived, as a souvenir, a horn filled 
with “snake .medicine’* and was 
given the title of “Yangwa.” 

Dr. Mann wrote that the live 
snake used in the ritual was pre¬ 
sented to him and he plans to bring 
it back to the United States late 
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oive boys and caused the death of 




a SdSSTrJi’D?wSSfTv®*" r dm ““- 
M. Mann director of the National wither he ’ or^r^ £ 0t report 
Zoological Park, telling of a mid- wttor. -e L£ e +*? x M / s ' Mann was 
night “blitzkrieg” - by’legions of «2S , - Said th , e . ante assaulted his 
huge. angrS driver ants . S ■h» mhtary precision that 
Attacking with lightning speed; leX s * *‘ il Bismarck 
the Dig black ants painfully bit ' • 

nearly a score of Dr. Mann’s na- „t, t 6 5 n !f. , rava sed the camp un- 

-- ' - checked, biting the defenders as 

kaiey prepared boiling water to 
stave off the attack. Only the 

steaming fluid finally defeated the 
ants..:' . 

J- >r - Mann v who is directing' a 
joint Smithsonian * Firestone ex- 
P ec ?^°n, said he had arranged 
eaith works and other defenses 
against the ants. 

An authority on the habits of 
, ant . s , Dr. Mann said the driver 
; variety often is two inches long. 
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STRANGE ANIMALS ON WAY 
TO ZOO FROM LIBERIA 

s °“ f Tofr"^ e - 

S^~4*»£3£ 

mouse-sized squirrel, J the 

One potto is cpmv J^ eL A pot- 

size of an American q Mann 

to has yellow eyes thax ^r. 
ssys “are protruding, -nd pe ^ 

dicuiar." in tree tops 

He supposedly fcy na _ 

and utters whimpe - spirits, 

tives to *■&ancient off- 

Dr. Mann cai ^ snreng the great 
shot,.from which sprang 

apes ana m0I *2e’ these things run- 
Most people ae®“i Dr Mann 

hing around in Jiream . t hem 
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The story of a fierce night! 
jungle battle between Negro 
boys and hundreds of thousands < 
of driver ants has been radioed ’ 
to the Smithsonian Institution by 


Zoo Director William Mann who 
is heading the Smithsonian-Fire- 
stone hunt in far-off Liberia for 
animals for the World’s Fair and 


local zoo. 


Some of tlie boys were painfully 
injured in the .sultry blackness of 




shock troops. - ' , - • : 

The ants advance in columns, ap- 
parently directed by an uncanny in¬ 
telligence but without a leader; and 
what makes their mass formations' 
more amazing is that they are entirely 
blind and never retreat after starting 
for an objective. The last insect “sol- 




M 



Entomologists call them the Huns of 
the insect world, but really know little 
about them. They have no fixed home 
and are creatures of darkness. As 
far as is known they can't endure the 
rays of the sun; by day they rest in 
rock crevices, holes in the ground and 
under roots of jrees. 

Their soldiers bite, sting and tear 
the flesh. They have been known to 
attack the largest and most deadly 
snakes and literally devour the reptile 

ciiXVv« '«..f 

Man’s best- course is to break camp 
and flee, putting distance between him 
and the slowly-moving columns. How¬ 
ever, Dr. Mann reported it was impos¬ 
sible to abandon the Liberian camp 
on which this insect army descended, 
so the Negro boys stood their ground, 
fought off the ants and were badly 
bitten and stung. 

Pull details of the battle could not 
be included in a brief radiogram. 





























Zoo Keeper Tugs Cobra Out of Tree by Tail, 
Gets Gooseflesh at Sight of a Rat 







Roy Jeiuier Tells of African 
Expedition With Dr. Blann After 
New Specimens for D. C. Cages 
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Without a qualm, Roy J. Jennier will pull an 
8-foot cobra by the tail in line of duty but the sight 
of a big rat or spider gives him the goose&eshy 
whim whams. •' TT^ * w g Wt* t Xn! ”W 






This weakness in his armor came out yesterday 
in the course of a cross-examining of the Zoo 
keeper on his experiences as an African game 
hunter. It was his second day back at work, after 
two months in Liberia as a member of Zoo Director 
William M. Mann’s animal expedition. 




Jennier thought the capture of the 8-foot black 

cobra, which now decorates a cage in the reptile 
house, by Ralph B. Norris, the only other Zoo keeper 
taken on the expedition. Dr, Mann and himself 
hardly worth discussing. 

"We first saw him slithering through the bush,” 
he said. “When he caught sight of us he turned 
tail. First shelter the snake spied was a hole in the 
ground, where a goodsized tree had been uprooted. 

"All but about 2 feet of him got inside the hole. 
While I pulled the cobra’s tail, Norris dug away so 
as to get to the rest of his body. Meantime, all our 
native boys were running in various directions.” 

The natives, Jennier explained, are a great help 
on a safari—until there is a snake to be caught 
Then they suddenly vanish. 

At times the Mann party had as many as 2,000 na¬ 
tive boys serving as “beaters,” surrounding an area 
where there was game and stirring a great com¬ 
motion to drive the beasts into the clearing, where 
the hunters waited with nets. ^ 

“The thing I’ll never forget,” said the 27-year-old 
Zoo keeper, who previously had never been south of 
Virginia Beach, “were those driver ants. Every¬ 
thing incredible and fantastic you’ve ever heard 
about those devils is true, and more besides. 
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and tried to save the deer that was still alive* But 
it was useless. In an hour he was 
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Nor will he forget, he said, the strange;;situati.on 
in which housewives on the vast Firestone rubber 
plantation, which is equipped with a golf course .and 
electricity and all modern conveniences, have. to 
watch where they tread when hanging up clothes 
lest they step on a deadly viper or cobraV r >4' : \ :: -; 

R No traveler can return home without; ^tlyenirs, 
“One night we were eating supper in the xnenag- which accounts for the elaborate tribal headdress, 
erie on the Firestone plantation when a boy;4^ree'Jhrad-cai^^ spears and other 

yelling'drivers!’ We ran out to the deer pen) where trinkets ornamenting' the ,Jehnier residence at 202 
the boy was pointing excitedly, and found one r\rixf» AlivonHria 

n animal already dead and another literally covered 
; with the invaders. 
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, “Using kerosene, blow torches, brooms and any- 
thing w y e could lay hands on, we dispersed the ants 

i r - . •: . A - T , ; ii \i 4 ' ■' 
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Summers Drive, Alexandria. • i 
“I fee 1 like a regular globe :irotier already ” he 
said with a laugh, “though until I went to Africa the 
largest boat Fd ever been aboard w r as a moonlight 

e 4 i»»*« a r« 


excursion steamer.’ 
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Mann Due in Norfolk 
From Africa Tuesday 

Zoo Director William M. Mann, 
leader of the Smithsonian Institu¬ 
tion-Firestone collecting expedition 
to Liberia, West Africa, is expected 
to reach Norfolk, Va M next Tuesday 
with the zoological specimens he ob¬ 
tained during five months in the 
jungle country. 

Zoo received a cable today 
that Dr. and Mrs. Mann had sailed 
on the return journey aboard a 
freighter scheduled to dock at Nor¬ 
folk about August 6. 

Dr. Mann was accompanied by 
Mrs. Mann and Two Zoo keepers, 
one of whom returned several weeks 
ago with a collection of animals. 
Dr. Mann is expected to bring back 
a wide variety of specimens from a 
section of Africa little exploited bv 
animal collectors. He cabled that 
his collection was '"very niy./* but 
did not give other details. 
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Capital IVews 
In Brief 

' tJ* / . ^ 

Channel Ferry Shipper 

A- 4 • 

Rescue* Sicimmer 

An attack of cramps^ suffered 
while swimming in the.Vashingtp.n 
rvianel off the Harbor Police po^h 
yesterday almost cost the life Roy 

SSpper. 36, o! 321 I .trMt norgj 

west. He waspuJedexhaustea 

from the water by Dor^ej- C. v\ a. . 
lace operator of the Maine Avenue- 
East Potomac Park .Ferry Boat and 
w-as revived by harbor policemen 
Wallace and a passenger on his 
boat Bradford Glascock, m --0 
Twelfth street southeast, saw Knap- 

Isms $ 

home after treatment by an Emer 
gency Hospital ambulance phy¬ 
sician. 

• ' v ,.' . * 

Building Material 

Falls on W orker 

Charles B. Austin. 42. of Arling- 
ion, Va.. an employe of the P osting- 
house Electrical Co., received se¬ 
vere head injuries yesterday when 
a pile of building materia, fel horn 
the third floor of a house a 1660 

Lanier place northwesV He «as 
located at Emergency Hospital. 
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Zoo Director Due 
Tuesday in "Norfolk 

" D r. William M. Mann direct or 
of National Zoological Park, ex¬ 
pects to arrive in Nor J ol ^ :!L f ls 
Tuesday with the unld animals, 
he collected in West A.nca.ac- 
cording to a radiogram received ; 

at the zoo yesterday .' 

With Mrs. Mann and _ an as¬ 
sistant, he sailed pom Liberia in 
mid-July aboard the American 
freighter West Ke bar after 
spending nearly five ^nths 
pothering new specune n _ s : | 
Washington zoological collection. 

Ernest Walker, acting director, 
said the ship will be met by Franu 
Lowe, assistant head keeper, wno 
will help Dr. Mann «rranoe Jo. 
the animals’ shipment to Lash 

ington. 
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J Zoological Park Head 
Due Home in August 
With Animal Cargo 

f William M. Mann, director 
fj. Is 4- 1 ° u a Zoological Park, who 
left Washington last February to 
conect specimens in Liberia, is be- 

‘ a , r i ? 1 \ lonesome for Wash- 
j b-on. rhat js what he savs in 
a *euer received yesterdav by Web¬ 
ber P. True, chief of the 'Smith¬ 
sonian Institution’s editorial divi- 
sion. It was mailed June 12. 

, .**• Mann wrote that the pvgrpy 
hippotamus captured by the expe- 
dnion was doing nicely, as were 15 
crates of Dirds and a number of 
other specimens. For the most 
part, however, he had little to say 
about what had been bagged real- 
izmg "that anything can happen be- 

Ifl-^ a £ imals are safe] y unload¬ 
Latest information is that the 
cargo vessel West Irmo, bearing 
Dr. and IVIrs. JManh and their spec!* 
mens, sailed from Monrovia^ Li¬ 
beria. July 13. This could not be 
con.irmed yesterday, however. The 
vessel is expected to dock in Nor¬ 
folk between August 8 and 15. 
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Pygmy Hippo to Become Polygnnht, 

'few Mate Captured by Expedition 

•' • t--s _•j .K-rnnTith-old female narni 


The Zoo’s male P 5 g®y lu^PO^ 
mus is soon to become a polygamist, 
though he doesn’t know it. yet. 


a 5 -morth-oId female named Bim¬ 
bo. ;The hippo f captured m a pf*. 
^Vto&S2r&™ #<*• t in* by. Liberian natives wrt be 
4 . female pygmy hippo has •.S'^ iofrtiauSW to the tno on eabib..i 
"raptured by the Smithsoman-t ke-^ ^ ^ lhe keepers hopeful the 
stone expedition to' nddition will mot break up w a 
Zoo Director William % yy/M I r ,rvc a happy family. 

Smithsonian Instituting j new ly captured pygmy mppo 

•yesterday. • With rare| t ;,™id V w^gh, including the 
‘monkeys, midget — a te 700 pounds. She was e«t.- 

-deer. colorful jungle bifas -n-. c. a v through the jungle 

tSkudtmi » the'"expedition camp hff 
gwdlyf IpfthTSnJ voyage to the Dr. Mann^w^brag 

United States > has a pair f rom Norfolk, with the 

■■mr | f -a few -Which'.win - have, to;he 

quarantined for a time before 
in g on exhibition. . 

According to the Smithsonian In¬ 
stitution’s announcement, the * es 
Jrmo was scheduled to arme a 
Norfolk July 20, but it was learned, 

on checking the ..information, hat 

iVip vessel will not dock o-± 
wL sf>. Her departure_ is uncer- 


nited States. , 

; Washington’s Zoo now h*s P _ 

of pygmy hippopotami, parents ; of 

-<! ..., ' - - **:- .. ' ■ . „ L '' .k>' . 
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Teaches Doc 




of Bounce’, 


(&ff 

_ . _ _ _ .. H 

A little trick that will come in mighty handy back here 
in the land of week-end house parties and tourist relatives 
has been picked up by Washington’s Zoo Director and 
Mrs. William M. Mann in darkest Africa, where they are 
recruiting colonists for the Rock Creek Park reservation. 

The secret is how to get rid of ans> 

unwelcome guest, and the recipe is to taught the medicinal and magic values 
put a certain leaf in the fire which 


is heating his bath water. Dr. Mann 
gives it away in a letter to the Smith-, 
sonian Institution - describing his and 
Mrs. Mann’s initiation into the Snake 
Society of the Maho tribe of West 
Africa. 

’Tis a weird tale he tells, of a three - 
hour ceremony in the blackness of a 
jungle night, with a homed viper in a 
stellar role and signs and passwords 
changing hands. The Manns had 
gained the natives* confidence by 
hoisting the bright banners of the Ex¬ 
plorers Club and the Association of 
Women Geographers and then letting 
the abrogines in on the “secrets” of 
this Occidental symbolism. 

Next day, Doc Mann wrote, they were 
taken to a remote clearing in the forest 
by the worshipful master of the cult 
and his right-hand man* and were^ 


of 36 plants and the trick of causing 

an enemy or a delinquent debtor to 
wither and die. As a special conces¬ 
sion to the only woman ever initiated 
into the society, the worshipful master 
gave Airs. Mann an antelope horn filled 
with sacred snake medicine and in¬ 
structed her in a bit of magic which 
will give her the edge in any argu¬ 
ment. 

What a fine pair of hosts the Manns 
could be w r hen they got back, w r ith tha 
passe! of equipment! 





















“Isn’t he a beauty*” ,W<-/ ' 
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■. Object of the affections of Ernest G 
cal Park, was a brown, furry creature 

tacking a platter containing a mixtur 

V> ■ '. 

rots. .. v< ; .' 


a water civet 


Walker announced proudly, 
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WITH AN APPETITE FOR 


WATER CIVET, BROWN AND AGIL 

- :: -r: .v hVV*v? •** - - - * y ^" :i v t . 


; The Zoo’s acting director is a smaL 
this specimen, which arrived yestei 
via New York, especially struck his 
its rarity. This is the first civet e\ 
irigton and Walker believes it may 
bought into the United States. 

Collected by the Smith^onian-Firestone expedit 
to West Africa, led by Zoo Director William M. Mi 
the unusual animal was one of approximately ^ r 
arrivals that went on exhibition in their per man 
quarters yesterday. 


Wmm 


Wash-! 


jwii* 





ffv 

m 



jj! 

®gfi 












































































































































































































































Doc 



* I V 




ance 


5 




Old Doc Mann, our own Zoo 
keeper, is having the time of 
ihis life deep in Liberia’s jungles, 

I according to expedition reports 
he is sending back to the Smith- 
| sonian Institution here. 

He rides in state in a canopy-covered 
hammock carried on the beads o t four 
jungle boys, is triumphantly received 
in the native villages, and even is al¬ 
lowed tc witness many of the bush 
country tribes sacred rites. 

SEES ‘DEVIL DANCE' 

One of these was the mysterious 

“devil dance." . 

“As we were approaching s. lunghc 

village at dusk, our party was stopped 
and told that all of us, inducting the 
1 native hammock boys, would have to 
retire to huts and remain seciuciea icr 
the night because the bush devil was 
due to pass thru that night,” Dr. Mann 

“No person not a member of the 
‘devil's’ own secret society, the natives 
said, could look upon 
i dreadful conseouences. Native bo_,s 
scattered in terror to huts prouuea foi 
them and did not venture to look out 
until daylight.” 

SUBSTITUTE PERFORMS 
The next dav a substitute*‘‘devil v. as 
produced to allay Dr. Mann’s curiosity. 
For the benefit of Dr. Manns party, 
the substitute performed the same sort 
of dance which the real devil is sup¬ 
posed to stage. . ... 

‘‘He was clad in what .00 tied like 

miles and miles of raffia,” says Dr. 
Mann, “and he resembled a moving 
havstack with a tremendous mask on 

his head. He did an acrobatic Gance, 
changing his height two or three times 
from about three to eight iee. by sud 
denly shooting up and elevating his 
mask. All these dances were accom¬ 
panied by a most harmonious chantmg. 

“The natives cannot understand w y 
wc wan t live wild animals lor the Na¬ 
tional Zoo. They say that the amm*Js 
are good for only one purpose—to be 

killed and eaten/’ 
















Dr. Mann Tells of Black Magic 

~~~ . > l 

Encountered on Zoo Safari 


Black magic and Hollywood hit 
t tunes deep in the African bush 
'country is the weird mixture re- 
I ported by the Smithsonian-Fire- 
' stone Expedition on a safari into 
Liberia for animals for the Na¬ 
tional Zoo. 

Dr. William M. Mann, director 
of the Zoo and leader of the ex¬ 
pedition, has written the Smith¬ 
sonian Institution of his encounter 
with voodooism. 

As the caravan approached a 
jungle village at dusk. Dr. Mann 
reported, the natives warned the 


«r v 


* travelers they would have to hide 
in huts and remain secluded for* 
the night. The “devil” was to pass 
through the night, and not even 
a member of the “devil’s” own 
secret society could look upon him 
without the most terrible conse¬ 
quences. 

\W, y * 

‘Devil’ Runs Wild 

Native boys in the caravan scat¬ 
tered to the huts'in terror. None 
of the party ventured out into the 

darkness. But the next day a sub-j 
stitute devil performed the devil's 
dance for the party. 

“He was clad in what looked like 
miles and miles of raffia,” Dr. 
Mann wrote, “and he resembled a 
moving haystack with a tremen¬ 
dous mask on his head. He did 
an acrobatic dance, changing his 
height two or three times from | 
about three to eight feet by sud-i 
aenly springing up and elevating 
his mask. All of these dances were 
accompanied by a most harmoni¬ 
ous chanting 
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Porters Sing ‘Heigh-Ho’ 

When Dr. Mann’s caravan isn’t 
being interrupted by devil dancing 
it swings along through the jungles 
and plains to the strains of the 
“Heigh-Ho” chorus from Walt 
Disney’s movie, “Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs.”. 

Dr. Mann taught the native por¬ 
ters the tune and they mix it in 
with the chants which they sing 
from morning to night while on 
the march. 

Although the natives appar¬ 
ently go for Hollywood tunes, they 
can’t understand why live animals 
are wanted for the Zoo. They say, 
reports Dr. Mann, that animals 
are good only to be killed and 
eaten. 













MRS. POLLARD JEFFRIES, A VISITOR FROM GRAND 
RAPIDS, MICH., FOCUSES ON A “HINGED” TORTOISE 
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The African newcomers included 25 box tortoises 
whose upper shell has a queer “hinge” that produces 
a rudder-like effect; a falcon,that is so new in these 
parts Walker and his aids don’t know what to call it; 
20 deadly cobras, vipers and pythons, and several 
miscellaneous creatures of lesser distinctions. 

“Falconry enthusiasts will be wanting to borrow 
the new falcons, see if they don’t/’ said Walker. “The 
one that’s so strange to us may possibly be a newly 
discovered species. The other two resemble the 
goshawk of North America but are smaller/’ 

Among the reptiles introduced to their new homes 
yesterday were eight rhinoceros vipers, so called be- 
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cause of hornlike protuberances above the eyes, fbot 
black cobras which blow their venom into the vie* 
tim’s eyes, three dangerous gaboon vipers, two young 
pythons; a broad-nosed crocodile, the 25 tortoises 
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and several palm vipers and lizards. 
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June 19 , 1940 
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Once again Dr. "William M. Mann 
las joined a lodge of jungle savages 


m Hates Dr. and Mrs. Mann 

fives to whom all animals are just ing place. There the gli, or wor-. 
so much “beef” for the cook pots. shipful master, and his right-hand. 
Too. the medicine men are in- man explained to us the-_value,j 




|\ 7 &shir 

nanied bv his wile, and the initiation 

* v . 

centered about a theme somewhat 
less disturbing than cannibalism, 

} Snakes, rather than cannibals, 
flayed leading roles when Dr. ana 
Mrs. Mann were ushered into the 


9 • _ 

Serpent Society of the Maho tribe of 
? ^ ; . _ , 


The medicine men were impressed. 

_I _ _ JHHt They held a solemn' pow wow and 

the Liberian bush in West Africa, concluded that the visitors were 

is iritectW an- sufficiently distinguished to be 

members of their own society.. Dr. 
and Mrs. Mann received a formal 
invitation to join the dread cult 

* _ <; „ _ „ , i « 


where Dr. Mann is collecting an- 

r, , - , r ' . •> w j 

imals. 

Word of the honor conferred on 

the leader of the Smithsonian-Fire- 
' stone expedition has just been re¬ 
ceived at the Smithsonian Institu¬ 
tion. While Dr. and Mrs. Mann were 
properly impressed with w X*X l $ 

their friends here are inclined to 
think they joined the lodge for busi- 
ness reasons. 

A - . *•*. - ««■ ; . 7 \ * v - ,• i ■ y* 

Members of the Serpent Society, in 
that particular part of Libera have 
access to information and specimen 
sources not available to less favored 
individuals. The explorers arrived 
at the jungle village after live days 
of jogging through the bush in 
palm-shaded hammocks slung from 






banners of the Explorers uiud ana | ««**«-* ~ : r ... 

the Women Geographers. Dr. Mann, j c ^ re snak f b ^ e ailQ 10 

through his interpreter, explained ! an "unwelcome guest by putang * 

ut 4 v.„ JL. hn „ .certain leaf m the fire that is-heat- 

about the societies and somehow j . , - u.iu «’otcr ,} -■ ■■ 

managed to get across the impres-, t, • t - f w 

** r* pret,y exc,asive JSI £S 

ou ' r ^ Mrs. Mann were told of a potenf 

magic which will cause a tKief^or |S 
debter who will hot pay, to wither; 
and-die. This presumably is a va¬ 
riation of the dreaded magic whic|te 
once was world-wide and still plays 
a part in voodoo rites. | 

iiHiuawvu . To Mrs. Mann alone, as the only- 

The snake doctors who brought the | woman initiate into the society, was 
invitation carried poisonous horned explained an even more useful bit' 
vipers and antelope horns full of of magic. If it works *she will be 

able to van any kind of an argu¬ 
ment. She was given the title of 


secret “snake medicine.” 

. ■ 

Dr. Mann, no novice at such cere- . - - 

Monies accepted the invitation with " Yangwa and presented with the 

1. while I horn filled with the sacred snake 

i . « • « a, * 



j with the live snakes used in the 
! ceremony and added them to his 
| collection which he will bring back 
! to the United States. 

Tire party is expected to sail for 
home late this month. 
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The visitors, whose presence, was 
resented, were received in awe¬ 
inspiring silence. An interpreter, 
however, managed to break the ice 
bv explaining the reason for tne 
: visit—the collection of live animals 


some trepidation. In 1914, ^ ,, 

.collecting insects in the Fiji Islands | medicine. Dr. Mann was presented^ 

on a Harvard fellowship, Dr. Mann 
was initiated into a secret order of 
cannibal warriors. He went through 
the whole rite, and never revealed 
any of the secrets, although he 
baiked at being tattooed with the 
lodge emblem of a blue frigate bird, 
because the dye was extracted from 

'i ‘ . •- '• • - . ' ■ v 

a decomposed fish. -% 

Writing of his more recent Afri¬ 
can experience, Dr. Mann said: 

•‘It proved to be a real ordeal. 

We were initiated at night and in a 
weird three-hour ceremony we were 
told the passwords, signs and the 
symbolism of the various fetishes. 

Then, the next morning we were 
taken into a secret clearing in the 
forest. We passed through five 

. « _A ^ + 
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not intended for eating purposes. - m M RM 

[This aroused the curiosity of the na- palm-leaf portals to get to the meet-. 
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A cablegram "elating an attack on 
his Liberian expedition’s camp by 
an army Of hundreds of thousands^ 
of large driver ants, has been, re¬ 
ceived from Dr, William M. Mann 
by the Smithsonian Institution here. 

Dr. Mann is leading an expedi¬ 
tion into the back country of Liberia 
in search of rare birds, animals 
and reptiles. He reported that the 
insects descended on the camp at 


N AtttiSgh the oiy defend *aiqst: 

511| 

that could not be abandoned. The 
ants travel-as though greeted by ; 
single mind and have aninsat.ble 
appetite for any flesh, the instnui^ 

pr? 
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AKRON (Ohio), May 9.—(INS)— 
A Smitsonian Institution-Firestone 
expedition is traveling in Liberia 
in hopes of securing rare wild ani¬ 
mals and a complete collection of 
fauna. 

The expedition is sponsored by 
the Firestone Company, and is un¬ 
der the supervision of Dr. William 
M. Mann, director of the Nationalj 
Zoological Park in Washington,! 
Considerable time is to be spent on! 
the huge Firestone rubber plants-j 
tion. 

Among the animals which DrJ 
Mann is anxious to bring back to 
the National Zoo, a branch of the 
Smithsonian, are pigmy elephants, 
pigmy hippopotamuses, flying 
squirrels, and the larger servals 
which are distinguished by their 
; long legs and large tufted ears. 

Accompanying Dr. Mann is his 
;wife, Lucille Quarry Mann, also an 
fauthoritv on wild animal life. 

.....^ _ . r . 




Attacked by Ants 

WASHINGTON, May 11 (UP.)— 
Dr. William M. Mann, director of 
the National Zoological Park, re¬ 
ported today from the remote back 

country of Liberia that his porter 
train had suffered severe casual¬ 
ties in a night attack by a huge 
army of ferocious driver ants. 

Dr. Mann, leading an expedition 
into Liberian jungles in search of 
rare animals, birds and reptiles, 
radioed that hundreds of thousands 
of ants, one to two inches long, 
swept into the camp in perfect col¬ 
umns, swarmed over the Negro sen¬ 
tries, biting and stringing them 
seriously. 


!< 

| > 

3 

1 


ie 

r 

t 

jo 
! a 
1 c 



c< 



Houah on Animal Hunisr, 
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i WASHINGTON, June 20^ 
b?he biggest difficulty Dr. tA ilha 1 
!M. Mann, director of Washm 
kon’s National Zoo, encounter 
While gathering animals a - 
Lnakes in Liberia was keeping t 
[native helpers from eating -h 
I It took a week of talking to co 
vince the safari that the exp* 
[tion actually wanted to bung <. 
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nimals back alive. 


ZOOLOGY 

Strange Beast and Birds 
Sent Back from Liberia 


ZOOLOGY 

Rabbit-Sized Antelopes 
Headed for National Zoo 

W ITH a 700-pound pigmy hippo¬ 
potamus as star of the passenger 
list, a rare and distinguished gathering 
of West African jungle animals is taking 
ship in Liberia, scheduled to arrive at 
Norfolk, Virginia, about July 20. Ob¬ 
tained by Dr. William M. Mann, direc¬ 
tor of the National Zoological Park at 
Washington, the collection wifi show 
America some species or Liberia s wild 
life seldom seen outside that country. 

Included in the collection, which was 
obtained with aid of hundreds of natives, 
are antelopes no bigger than raboits, rare 
crocodiles, big and little parrots, ana sev¬ 
eral crates of monkeys. 

Qriflucf News Letter, Jwy ~0, 1940 


P IGMY hippopotamuses, a huge eagle 
that preys on jungle monkeys, an 
armored anteater and a group of monitor 
lizards are among the strange beasts and 
birds sent back from Liberia, on the west 
coast of Africa, by Dr. William M. 
Mann, leader of the Smithsonian-Fire- 
stone expedition. Not the first of refugees 
from Africa, it is hoped. 

Science News Letter, June 1, 1940 
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lines. It detnAw , ln head- 
tween squads ftHf the Tattle be- 
with Df q Wili i ai 1 ^f' 0 ,, b0ys (now 

of the Sm th on T;n V- Mann - head 

pediljon) and a vasfInnv ^ 

ulmd ants with f 1? - of bl S> 
for raw flesh a hunger 

report the sntc A l aing to the 
orderly columns never ^ • in 
devouring and fiehfino^ 111 ^ 

they go. if the flesh ea<w g ■ aS 
sects of the eatxI1 £ m- 

b ^ne in an were to com- 

they could 1 '3%!5 l '? h J maa & 

scientists tell us. q the world » 
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UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK 



NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 


NATIONAL COLLECTION OF FINE ARTS 
FREER GALLERY OF ART 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 


INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES 
DIVISION OF RADIATION AND 


ALL CORRESPONDENCE 
SHOULD BE ADDRESSED 
TO THE SECRETARY 



ORGANISMS 


February 


1940 


Dear Madam: 

You are hereby designated as a Collaborator of the 
Smithsonian Institution during the Smithsonian-Firestone 
Expedition to Liberia for the purpose of making collec¬ 
tions for the National Zoological Park. 


Very truly yours 




Secretary 


Mrs. William M. Mann, 
2801 Adams Mill Road, 
Washington, D. C. 
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9*- Packing up in the morning* To the left, hammock and hammock frame; 
the right, a native basket fashioned to hold the movie camera and 
tripod® The small box on top contains a rhinoceros viper as 


insurance against the porter dropping the load carelesslyi 

































































































































































































































































































































































































Native carpenter makes us a very handsome but impractical bird cage. 



,1 


There are no roads through the jungle, and hammock travel is common 
through Liberia. 

































































































































































Girls who have spent three years in the Grigri bush are returned to their 
parents, with elaborate head-dresses and clay-painted faces 


















































At Bellyella, a five-day walk from the end of the road 




































































































At Bendaja we made friends with Boima Quae, a famous old Gola chief; 
the Mohammedan priest of the village, and Fermetah, the chief's 
favorite wife 






























































































Outside our house at Bendaja, the chief's grandsons pay us a call 
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